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The counteroffensive launched by the Ukrainian armed forces in early September has completely trans-
formed daily life in Kharkiv oblast. Prior to 6 Sept, Russian forces controlled 32% of the region; as 
of mid-Sept, this number had shrunk to 6%. Formerly occupied cities such as Izyum, Balakliya and 
Kupyansk have been liberated, with Russian troops leaving a complex humanitarian situation in their 
wake. Ukrainian authorities are now faced with the challenge of demining large stretches of territory, 
restoring basic infrastructure and services, and forging a robust approach to transitional justice in 
the liberated areas. 

Geography and Background
Kharkiv oblast is located in eastern Ukraine and is the country’s third-most populous region, with a 2021 
population of over 2.63 million. It is bordered by Sumy oblast to the northwest, Poltava oblast to the 
south, Dnipropetrovsk oblast to the southwest, Donetsk oblast to the southeast and Luhansk oblast to 
the east, as well as Russia’s Belgorod oblast to the north. Kharkiv city, the regional capital and one-time 
capital of Soviet Ukraine, is Ukraine’s second largest city (2021 pop. approximately 1.43 million) and a 
major industrial, educational, and cultural hub. It hosts the famous Malyshev factory, which produces 
mining, agricultural and military equipment, and many other facilities that manufacture electronics, tur-
bines for power generators, aircraft parts and components for nuclear plants. Notable Kharkiv oblast cit-
ies and towns include Izyum, Chuhuiv, Balakliya, Lozova, Kupyansk and Pervomaiskyi. As of mid-Sep-
tember, the Oskil river in the region’s east divides Ukrainian and Russian positions. 

Status of conflict
While much of the region has been occupied since the early months of the war, including positions 
within 20km of Kharkiv city, the recent Ukrainian counter-offensive has pushed Russian troops to the 
eastern bank of the Oskil river, as well as to the Russian border north of Kharkiv city. Major liberated 
urban centers include Balakliya (8 Sept), Izyum (9 Sept) and Kupyansk (10 Sept). Russian troops present 
were likely surprised by the campaign, with some soldiers reportedly fleeing their posts as Ukrainian 
ones drew near. While Ukrainian troops have slowed their advance, they have begun crossing the 
Oskil river, which Russian troops have been using as a natural barrier. On 14 Sept, Deputy Minister of 
Defense Hanna Maliar announced that approximately 150 thousand residents living in 8500 square km 
of land had been liberated. Over 420 settlements have returned to Ukrainian control. 

Conflict related damage
Kharkiv city has suffered massive damage from Russian air and artillery strikes  – over 400 buildings are 
thought to be beyond repair. As noted above, an infamous strike on 11 Sept damaged Kharkiv Heat and 
Power Plant #5 in the capital’s Kholodnohirskyi neighborhood, one of the country’s largest sources of 
energy. This led to blackouts across Kharkiv, Donetsk, Poltava, Zaporizhzhia, Dnipropetrovsk and Sumy 
oblasts, with the plant fully brought back online only on 17 Sept. Other targets include residential build-
ings, shopping centers, roads and bridges. Severely damaged neighborhoods in Kharkiv city include 
north and northeastern locales like Saltivskyi,  Kholodnohirskyi and Selyshche Zhukovskoho, as well 
as parts of central Kharkiv city like Freedom Square and main thoroughfare Sumska Street. Many ed-
ucational facilities in the oblast, including both schools and universities, have been damaged beyond 
repair, forcing local students to study online (see our upcoming RFI on schooling). 

Outside of Kharkiv city, towns and villages in Chuhuiv, Izyum and Bohodukhiv districts have been dam-
aged by strikes and ground combat. Water and power lines across the oblast, particularly in the north 
and east, have been hit, although these services generally operate uninterrupted, with the exception 
of the outages following the 11 Sept strike. Loss of life in the formerly occupied territories is still being 
calculated, though early signals are grim: approximately 450 graves in Izyum are currently being inves-
tigated while Izyum municipal deputy Maksim Strelnikov has stated that over 1000 of the city’s civilians 
died during the occupation. 

https://www.president.gov.ua/news/glava-derzhavi-proviv-naradu-shodo-energetichnoyi-bezpeki-ha-77789?fbclid=IwAR2gx4rdeMW6N120Cru1XrhZ5bGlfquXufSD6YVFH3W_dXFBSIrobgBfxN0
https://goo.gl/maps/xyXdieG9khppoNWq6
https://goo.gl/maps/1Cfdsm7XsFvxzeSv9
https://goo.gl/maps/GF9ivg7iXaSTEHa46
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2021/zb/05/zb_chuselnist%202021.pdf
https://ukrstat.gov.ua/druk/publicat/kat_u/2021/zb/05/zb_chuselnist%202021.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malyshev_Factory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kharkiv_Tractor_Plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khartron
https://goo.gl/maps/QVUFjqGtR7YNtZdj6
https://goo.gl/maps/wswfWZS9gm5F5gcV6
https://goo.gl/maps/d7bdTXKLZzR7wURt8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oskil_(river)
https://t.me/V_Zelenskiy_official/3181
https://www.slovoidilo.ua/2022/09/09/novyna/suspilstvo/okupanty-oholosyly-evakuacziyu-izyuma-kupyanska-velykoho-burluka-xarkivshhyni
https://www.facebook.com/GeneralStaff.ua/posts/pfbid02RWGk659PtLoivhTpvs9jqxZ8r1xsn3pzcyQbTTXbY5GQQ9TRfPN3rAYzwuMGyHNhl
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/09/11/kharkiv-liberated-retreat-izyum-russia/
https://t.me/AFUStratCom/6761
https://www.facebook.com/ganna.maliar/posts/pfbid0XyXC3qWgPtHe6xkwCoG95qDqcCfVox8wvNGfi39bmf88oWqTkFf83NsuKWDa9ceQl
https://t.me/kt20220224/1915
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3572307-u-harkovi-ponad-400-budinkiv-ne-pidlagaut-vidnovlennu-mer.html
https://glavcom.ua/country/incidents/okupanti-vdarili-po-objektakh-kritichnoji-infrastrukturi-na-kharkivshchini-874676.html
https://goo.gl/maps/x1588Th9vXhk1LaY9
https://goo.gl/maps/x1588Th9vXhk1LaY9
https://goo.gl/maps/6zfHq2n4idMhunva9
https://www.rbc.ua/ukr/news/tets-5-udarom-podrobnosti-posledstviyah-ataki-1662930240.html
https://interfax.com.ua/news/general/832959.html
https://goo.gl/maps/TJZQNakLQE2CqAhJA
https://goo.gl/maps/RK9MF585KYLfUenU7
https://goo.gl/maps/RK9MF585KYLfUenU7
https://goo.gl/maps/QZ2kXBRXdEAhufVp6
https://goo.gl/maps/7uMQsAs2omE2joKL6
https://24tv.ua/harkovi-shkolyari-1-veresnya-2022-priyshli-do-ruyin-zruynovanoyi_n2149053
https://24tv.ua/harkovi-shkolyari-1-veresnya-2022-priyshli-do-ruyin-zruynovanoyi_n2149053
https://www.sq.com.ua/ukr/novosti/20.04.2022/xarkovskii-vuz-popal-pod-massirovannyi-obstrel
https://goo.gl/maps/NVQ6teow3YJkb7Wu6
https://t.me/synegubov/4080
https://t.me/synegubov/4080
https://t.me/kharkivlife/48942
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/17/eu-calls-for-war-crime-tribunal-over-mass-graves-in-ukraine
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3574339-mer-izuma-rozpoviv-pro-problemi-z-pidklucennam-do-gazu-bagatopoverhivok.html
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Needs and Challenges
Key challenges
The primary challenges facing Kharkiv oblast are: a) dealing with the realities of deoccupation, which 
include establishing law and order, enacting transitional justice regarding alleged collaboration, docu-
menting war crimes, caring for a traumatized populace and exhuming both individual and mass graves; 
b) providing safety to Kharkiv city and oblast residents who remain vulnerable to Russian strikes and 
leftover mines; c) restoring key infrastructure, including power lines and plants, residential buildings 
and regional transportation links; d) preparing for winter, which includes rebuilding damaged buildings 
and natural gas lines as well as making solid fuel and stoves more accessible for the populace; and e) 
providing economic support for residents affected by unemployment and inflation.

Deoccupation and reconstruction
Following the Russian retreat from most of Kharkiv oblast, global attention has been focused on civilian 
deaths and other potential war crimes. As of mid-Sept, approximately 250 war crimes purportedly 
committed in the region have been documented and registered. Alleged torture chambers have been 
found in deoccupied cities, and hundreds of graves were discovered outside of Izyum. As many bodies 
have yet to be identified, it is difficult to determine how many are civilians – there is evidence, however, 
that some were tortured or castrated before their deaths. Multiple sources on the ground note that a 
number of deaths in the occupied territories were caused by a lack of access to medicine, suggesting 
an immediate need for medical aid to newly-liberated areas.

Ukrainian state bodies are currently working to restore key infrastructure in liberated cities and villages. 
Emergency services clear rubble and perform search and rescue missions, while Kharkivoblenergo 
staff are repairing power lines and restoring electricity. Gas lines are also being restored, particularly in 
Izyum, which is currently without gas and with little electricity. This work is risky due to mines; an electri-
cal foreman, for example, was killed by a detonation in Balakliya district. Key services like mobile med-
ical units, policing, mail delivery, pensions and other social payments and Ukrainian-language media 
have already started back up. The Kyivstar phone network is slowly being reconnected, though many 
locations still lack mobile internet, and Starlink units are being distributed to help provide immediate ac-
cess to social payments. Train lines are gradually resuming service, such as Derhachi-Kharkiv-Chuhuiv 
and Kharkiv-Balakliya, with tests underway for Kharkiv-Izyum.

Another major aspect of deoccupation involves identifying and punishing the alleged accomplices 
of the occupiers, as well as Russian troops or public servants who did not manage to evacuate. The 
State Bureau of Investigation claims that some Russian soldiers, hiding among the local population, 
have been detained. As of 21 September, the Kharkiv oblast prosecutor says his agency is looking into 
over 400 cases of potential cooperation with the occupiers, falling under three statutes – “treason,” 
“collaboration,” and “aiding the aggressor state.” Among those under investigation are the mayors of 
Kupyansk, Vovchansk, and Balakliya, along with numerous municipal leaders, public servants, and law 
enforcement officers. On 15 September the Security Service of Ukraine stated that it had performed “in-
depth checks'' of around 7000 people in the liberated territories, although this number has likely grown 
substantially since. There have also been unconfirmed reports of the apprehension of Russian school 
teachers recruited by the occupation administrations. 

While some collaborators, including the mayors mentioned, made their positions public, others will take 
more work to identify. According to various open-source reports, investigators use administrative re-
cords left behind by occupation officials, including tax documents and lists of school staff or police 
personnel. These documents, naturally, do not shed light on the circumstances under which a person 
came to cooperate with the de facto administrations – i.e. whether they did so willingly or under duress. 
It is unclear how authorities plan to uncover any mitigating circumstances that might lessen penalties, or 
how they would define such circumstances. Moreover, it is not clear how broadly collaboration will be 
defined – whether, for example, doctors who treated Russian soldiers, recipients of Russian human-
itarian aid, or people who had sexual contact with occupiers, will face penalties. As for any Russian 

https://kharkov.comments.ua/news/society/work-and-career/12288-skolko-seychas-bezrabotnyh-v-harkove-i-oblasti.html
https://t.me/police_kh_region/12237
https://24tv.ua/ru/osvobozhdennyj-izjum-muzhchina-rasskazal-o-pytkah-okkupantov_n2161571
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-62931224
https://graty.me/uk/news/u-masovomu-pohovanni-pid-izyumom-viyavili-tilo-cholovika-zi-slidami-tortur-u-nogo-zvyazani-ruki-ta-vidrizana-moshonka-oberezhno-czi-foto-dokazi-zlochinu/
https://www.facebook.com/MReintegration/posts/pfbid02tb9oXRT8kgkfFDroa7vZ1VyFxQiFnk2MYzJHPfKMECD2n6a2Do52P9bZPAiYUSDyl
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3571164-u-harkovi-vidnovili-dvi-magistralni-linii-elektropostacanna.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3571164-u-harkovi-vidnovili-dvi-magistralni-linii-elektropostacanna.html
https://tsoua.com/news/ogtsu-vidnovlyuye-poshkodzhenu-infrastrukturu-na-zvilnenyh-zsu-terytoriyah/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3574339-mer-izuma-rozpoviv-pro-problemi-z-pidklucennam-do-gazu-bagatopoverhivok.html
https://t.me/balakleyamer/1246
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/deokupacija-harkivschini-fahivci-moz-ocinili-stan-medichnoi-infrastrukturi-ta-dostup-miscevih-meshkanciv-do-medichnoi-dopomogi?fbclid=IwAR1tlPVEd2kbIL8EjIGFfhLdb88Ud7iGUIFX1Stfp0dseuUbLi01x_Fph-Q&mibextid=HfrPGV
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/deokupacija-harkivschini-fahivci-moz-ocinili-stan-medichnoi-infrastrukturi-ta-dostup-miscevih-meshkanciv-do-medichnoi-dopomogi?fbclid=IwAR1tlPVEd2kbIL8EjIGFfhLdb88Ud7iGUIFX1Stfp0dseuUbLi01x_Fph-Q&mibextid=HfrPGV
https://moz.gov.ua/article/news/deokupacija-harkivschini-fahivci-moz-ocinili-stan-medichnoi-infrastrukturi-ta-dostup-miscevih-meshkanciv-do-medichnoi-dopomogi?fbclid=IwAR1tlPVEd2kbIL8EjIGFfhLdb88Ud7iGUIFX1Stfp0dseuUbLi01x_Fph-Q&mibextid=HfrPGV
https://mvs.gov.ua/uk/news/policiya-xarkivshhini-vidreaguvala-na-1717-povidomlen-yaki-minuloyi-dobi-nadiisli-na-specliniyu-102
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=external&v=1143343576539938
https://t.me/minre_ua/1592
https://t.me/otkachenkokyiv/2120
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-technology/3572987-kiivstar-prodovzue-investicii-u-vidnovlenna-ta-rozbudovu-domasnogo-internetu.html
https://t.me/mintsyfra/3431
https://t.me/UkrzalInfo/3299
https://t.me/UkrzalInfo/3281
https://www.facebook.com/oleksandr.kubrakov/posts/pfbid02X8GQwDEAGNZq3fG8YPjvMoE6iPpGXUWEuefCvegNtdwpHw6ZuNkaadUn1FMDAzrNl
https://t.me/DBRgovua/2754
https://dumka.media/rus/war/1663748842-v-harkovskoy-oblasti-v-gosizmene-i-kollaboratsionizme-podozrevaetsya-171-chelovek
https://goo.gl/maps/uU4gRJVFQu29WZQk9
https://t.me/SBUkr/5095
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-62890837
https://t.me/pgo_gov_ua/5858
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teachers who may be apprehended, Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk has declared they will not 
be treated as POWs, i.e. be ineligible for prisoner exchanges. 

Security
Ongoing strikes throughout Kharkiv oblast endanger the lives and health of residents. One local 
source in Kharkiv city says that “there are visibly less people on the streets, and many try not to leave 
home unnecessarily.” Another claims that there is a lack of dedicated bomb shelters in the city, leav-
ing many without options when missiles or shells hit the capital. As of mid-Sept, about 250 hectares 
of land (and sometimes bridges) across Kharkiv oblast have been de-mined, though sappers and 
civilians have been killed after detonating mines. Police provide for public safety, with new squads 
reportedly “restoring order” in freshly liberated areas like Balakliya, Kupyansk, Izyum, Zolochiv, Lyptsi 
and Vovchansk (see “Deoccupation” above). Other sources claim that, in newly liberated and contested 
areas near the front line, “some [law enforcement] services are difficult to provide or are even nonex-
istent.” Elsewhere in the oblast, locals note an increased military and police presence on the streets, 
which they say has led to a drop in crime compared to before the invasion.

Basic services and commodity availability
Apart from newly-liberated areas, locals say that most stores carry amounts of food, hygiene and 
household products comparable to pre-war levels, though some sources (especially in towns outside of 
Kharkiv city, like Lozova) mention that prices increased sharply in the early months of the war and have 
not fallen. To save money, many try to shop in bulk or rely partly on home-grown produce, per local 
sources. Fuel is available at all gas stations, though not all stations are operational. Medication is widely 
available other than in the newly-liberated areas, though specialized medications may be hard to come 
by. As mentioned above, there is a grave shortage of medication in the occupied territories, meaning 
that these areas will require immediate delivery of medical supplies upon liberation. Public services like 
garbage collection and street cleaning are also being restored in the liberated areas, though issues with 
water and gas mains continue as a result of air strikes. 

Livelihoods and personal funds
Local sources report that households across the region are under economic pressure: salaries have 
dropped, major businesses (especially IT companies) have relocated from Kharkiv city to central and 
western Ukraine, smaller businesses (especially restaurants) have closed, and labor migration to 
Russia has stopped. Many businesses have reportedly laid off workers and refuse to make new hires, 
though new positions related to aid provision have opened up. There is also the matter of business 
owners in liberated territories who remained open during the occupation; this likely required paying 
Russian taxes, which may be seen as collaboration. Per one local source: “the majority [of unemployed 
residents] survive on humanitarian aid and social payments.” Receiving subsidies requires an internet 
connection, making restoring connectivity in liberated areas a major priority. 

Winterization
Reinforcing findings compiled in our earlier RFI on preparations for the winter, local sources describe 
readily available materials for minor winterization preparations, such as film for covering windows, but 
materials for rebuilding damaged doors and walls are reportedly scarce and 1.5-2 times more expensive. 
Moderately damaged buildings are being restored quickly, though locals complain that support to pri-
vate citizens looking to winterize their apartments or private homes may be inadequate. Key informants 
note that the lack of affordable heating has led many residents to build or purchase homemade potbelly 
stoves, though solid fuel has also proven scarce or costly. Local officials have also begun constructing 
mobile boilers to be deployed during winter. There are also plans to provide hospitals and other insti-
tutions with additional generators in case of power outages.

Movement, displacement and evacuation
Other than curfew (22:00-6:00), Kharkiv oblast residents experience no restrictions on movement 
in longtime Ukrainian-controlled territories – regulations concerning movement in newly liberated 

https://www.facebook.com/MReintegration/posts/pfbid02tb9n6Bp2upyoEDa5cQht2edsqnDXckvFWr46ft3DsV44bugRgRZmic8PPoonbcFbl
https://t.me/synegubov/4080
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3572959-na-deokupovanij-harkivsini-rozminuvali-vze-250-gektariv-teritorii-klimenko.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3572959-na-deokupovanij-harkivsini-rozminuvali-vze-250-gektariv-teritorii-klimenko.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3572959-na-deokupovanij-harkivsini-rozminuvali-vze-250-gektariv-teritorii-klimenko.html
https://t.me/synegubov/4269
https://t.me/synegubov/4269
https://goo.gl/maps/kP9BeXMZBJ2hFQ4M9
https://goo.gl/maps/gHmrmcrCAXdhSHs19
https://biz.nv.ua/economics/it-kompanii-pereezzhayut-vo-lvov-ivano-frankovsk-vinnicu-kto-perevez-biznes-novosti-ukrainy-50234910.html
https://24tv.ua/ru/otopitelnyj-sezon-harkove-perezhit-zimu_n2117603
https://2day.kh.ua/ua/kharkow/pidhotovka-do-zymy-v-likarni-kharkova-zavozyat-elektroheneratory
https://www.city.kharkov.ua/ru/news/u-kharkovi-znovu-die-poperednya-komendantska-godina--51872.html
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territories is not yet clear. Transit within the oblast capital is occasionally interrupted by air strikes, and 
transportation to newly liberated areas is still being restored (see above). Vereshchuk has advised res-
idents not to return to newly-liberated areas yet due to security concerns. People fleeing the oblast’s 
combat zones often live in dormitories in Kharkiv city, or, if none are available, in the metro stations 
converted to bomb shelters. IDPs may be subject to strict checks by security services and at check-
points, especially if they are registered to addresses in the so-called ‘Luhansk and Donetsk People’s 
Republics’ (‘L/DPR’) without having previously held IDP status. Meanwhile, local sources note that many 
Kharkiv city residents have relocated from the northern and eastern neighborhoods to the south, often 
staying with friends or relatives. Evacuation from the oblast to other parts of the country is ongoing, with 
1500 evacuees recorded the week of 11 Sept. 

Area Response
Key aid and civil society actors
International actors providing aid in Kharkiv oblast include Doctors Without Borders (mobile clinics), 
People in Need (bus donations, hygiene kits), and the International Committee of the Red Cross (food 
and hygiene kits, including in newly-liberated areas) among others. Ukrainian NGOs include the Kharkiv 
Red Cross (medicine, food/hygiene kits), Caritas Kharkiv (food, medicine, legal aid), Daruy Dobro (food, 
medicine, ammunition), Nova Mriya (food), Akvarena (food/hygiene kits), Ukraine SOS (food kits, evac-
uation), Unbreakable Kharkiv (evacuation, medicine, military supplies) and the Station Humanitarian 
Hub (food/hygiene kits, medicine). 

Local authorities
Kharkiv’s military administration (Facebook, Telegram) is led by Oleh Synyehubov, who served as 
governor of Poltava oblast until December 2021; he provides regular updates on the region on his social 
media pages (Facebook, Telegram). The mayor of Kharkiv city is Ihor Terekhov (Facebook, Telegram). 

Information Environment
Traditional Media
Local television channels include Sulspilne Kharkiv (Facebook, YouTube, Telegram, Instagram), ATN 
Kharkiv (Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Twitter), NTN Kharkiv (Facebook, YouTube) and Obyektiv/
Simon (Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Twitter). Radio stations include Ukrainian Radio Kharkiv (Ra-
dioBox), Radio Bayraktar (Top Radio) and Radio Pyatnitsa Kharkiv (Top Radio). Popular newspapers 
and online portals include Kharkiv Izvestia (Facebook, YouTube, Telegram, Instagram, Viber), Evening 
Kharkiv (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube) and Holovne in Ukraine (Facebook, Twitter).

Social Media
Trukha Kharkiv (Telegram, YouTube, TikTok)

Kharkiv Life (Telegram)

Khu*viy Kharkiv (Telegram, Instagram, Facebook)

Kharkiv Blog (Instagram)

Kharkiv Live (Instagram)

Kharkiv Hero City (Telegram)

https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3573732-veresuk-zaklikae-ludej-zacekati-iz-povernennam-u-zvilneni-naseleni-punkti-harkivsini.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3573732-veresuk-zaklikae-ludej-zacekati-iz-povernennam-u-zvilneni-naseleni-punkti-harkivsini.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3573745-za-tizden-z-harkivsini-evakuuvali-ponad-15-tisaci-meskanciv.html
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/ukraine-inside-kharkivs-subway-stations-msf-mobile-clinics-care-those-trapped-war
https://www.peopleinneed.net/donation-20-trams-and-2-buses-to-ukraine-9465gp
https://blogs.icrc.org/ua/
https://redcross.kh.ua/
https://redcross.kh.ua/
https://caritas.kharkiv.ua/
http://www.dari-dobro.org/
http://www.dari-dobro.org/
https://www.facebook.com/novamriyahf/
https://www.facebook.com/Aquarena.Kh/
https://www.facebook.com/ngoukrainesos
https://n.kh.ua/
https://www.facebook.com/Hubvokzal
https://www.facebook.com/Hubvokzal
https://kharkivoda.gov.ua/?fbclid=IwAR39c6FCPwhIEsHCZ4GkEONdqRJyIaNLtmiEbq1blT-IFj5iE7CnCaykuEo
https://www.facebook.com/KharkivRegionalStateAdministration
https://t.me/kharkivoda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oleh_Synyehubov
https://www.facebook.com/synegubov.oleg/
https://t.me/synegubov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ihor_Terekhov
https://www.facebook.com/ihor.terekhov/
https://t.me/ihor_terekhov
https://kh.suspilne.media/
https://www.facebook.com/suspilne.kharkiv/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCryMMbg2YJ76klasx6hOJbg?feature=emb_ch_name_ex
https://t.me/suspilnekharkiv
https://www.instagram.com/suspilne.kharkiv/?hl=en
https://atn.ua/
https://atn.ua/
https://www.facebook.com/ATNKharkov
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVp9ujZnjHhpuNfgMumIr6g
https://www.instagram.com/atn.ua/
https://twitter.com/ATN_Ukraine
https://ntn.ua/uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ntn.channel/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbTaJID9nDLEy_LjtJT4xzw
https://www.objectiv.tv/
https://www.objectiv.tv/
https://www.facebook.com/TRKSimon/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-S4KTmnpcPzidl0qdfggqQ
https://www.instagram.com/objectiv.tv/
https://twitter.com/objectiv
https://onlineradiobox.com/ua/ukrayinske1061/
https://onlineradiobox.com/ua/ukrayinske1061/
https://www.radiobayraktar.com.ua/
https://top-radio.ru/xarkov/radio-bajraktar
https://radiopyatnica.com.ua/
https://top-radio.ru/xarkov/pyatnicza
https://izvestia.kharkov.ua/
https://www.facebook.com/kharizvestia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZWntwId7oYj0uUouR9Kj_A
https://t.me/kharizvestia
https://www.instagram.com/kharizvestia/?hl=ru
https://invite.viber.com/?g2=AQAsOl7npv9L5U1Rpqy8ODy5h6fihv79DtEKj4xdIxygUnDlDLKb2JhrO95ujE7N&lang=en
https://vecherniy.kharkov.ua/
https://vecherniy.kharkov.ua/
https://www.facebook.com/region.kharkov/
https://twitter.com/vecherka
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXEOX0wz0r-c59zMEVRDTgQ
https://glavnoe.in.ua/?fbclid=IwAR0zquO3CxT_9EpjO00L-Lx2wvcSedMDNgU_ZjWhO7E36MiaYdp3bkUcUGs
https://www.facebook.com/glavnoe.in.ua/
https://www.twitter.com/glavnoe_ua
https://t.me/truexakharkiv
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKafcebOmL1Vo8sjyUkexEw
https://www.tiktok.com/discover/%D1%82%D1%80%D1%83%D1%85%D0%B0-%D1%85%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8C%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2
https://t.me/kharkivlife18
https://t.me/hueviykharkov
https://www.instagram.com/h_kharkov/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/groups/449540772785649/
https://www.instagram.com/kharkivblog/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/livekharkov/?hl=en
https://t.me/kharkiv_1654
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Kharkiv Main (Telegram)

Identifying collaborators: Kharkiv Traitors (Telegram)

Pro-Russian: Kharkov Z (Telegram)

Pro-Russian: Kharkiv Antifascists (Telegram)

Public Attitudes, Perceptions and Rumors
Conversations with locals across the oblast reveal a striking range of political sympathies and re-
sentments. In Kharkiv city and western parts of the region, locals generally appear to express faith in 
Ukraine’s eventual victory and support for the military, mixed with fatigue at shelling and air strikes. 
Some predict that they will never again feel truly safe – a  fear that is likely shaped by Kharkiv’s location 
on the Russian border. One key informant in Kharkiv city said that while he believed the entire oblast 
would be liberated soon, “even if the war ends tomorrow, I’ll still be afraid because this can happen 
all over again.”

The mood in recently liberated territories seems to be substantially bleaker than in areas previously 
under government control. Some are unsure whether Ukraine or Russia will win out, preferring not to 
disclose their true opinions until the final outcome becomes clear. Others refuse to talk to outsiders 
and chase them off their property. One young person expressed regret over the frontline’s sudden shift, 
reportedly telling a key informant:

You understand, everyone abandoned us. … We were living on scraps and food out of jars. 
And then just as life was settling down and I’d started [school] in Kupyansk, the Ukrainians 
came and I had to drop out. I had two days of classes and that was it.

Concerns over the increased combat accompanying liberation may contribute to local ambivalence or 
even outright hostility towards the army – and, justifiably or not, encourage pro-Russian sentiment. 
For example, residents in the village of Blahodativka, near Kupyansk, described having been “passed 
over” by the Russian invaders, who left them in relative peace. One said he felt like “our war started 
two weeks ago” during the Ukrainian counter-offensive. “We had to sit in basements because they 
[Ukrainians] came,” he said. Contrasting views on the occupation may be present even within single 
households: one key informant mentioned having a woman in a recently-liberated village tell them that 
conditions under the Russians had been “basically tolerable”-- only to be interrupted by her son-in-law 
who reminded her, visibly upset, that he had been forcibly imprisoned. Acknowledging these nuances 
will be key for ongoing efforts to reintegrate the territories, develop social cohesion and eventually 
encourage dialogue and reconciliation.

https://t.me/KharkivPolitics
https://t.me/Kharkov_predatel
https://t.me/RRvoenkoru00
https://t.me/Kharkiv_antiFA
https://goo.gl/maps/yTU4Cd8z9RijWCcf9
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